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Background 
Papua New Guinea has several human rights challenges. Gender based violence is widespread, and there are problems linked to 
police violence, violence against children, extended use of remand, and trafficking in women. At the same time, only three major 
human rights instruments have been ratified or acceded to by PNG. The two international bill of rights covenants are yet to be 
ratified or acceded to by PNG. 

 
Purpose of project 
The project will strengthen human rights awareness in Papua New Guinea through capacity building and advocacy initiatives. 
Specific tools will be developed for the legal community and the NGO sector on human rights awareness and instruments. The 
project will also raise awareness for media stakeholders through targeted interventions towards media personnel. The project 
will seek to strengthen the capacity on reporting on human rights instruments already signed by PNG, as well as raise awareness 
on the UN treaty body system, including a special emphasis on the CRC optional protocol. The project will be executed by the 
Ombudsman Commission in PNG. The main bulk of the project will be executed in the first half of 2008. 

 
 

Main activities 
 Public awareness of human rights increased through advocacy campaigns and human rights education. 

 Existing institutional capacity strengthened to protect and promote human rights in the absence of a human rights 
commission. 

 Steps taken toward implementing international human rights instruments that PNG has ratified and toward the 
ratification of unsigned Conventions. 

 
 

Contributing donor(s) 
 UN Global Action 2 

 

Duration 
August 2007 – June 2008 
Status of the project: ongoing 

 
Total budget 
US$ 60.000 
 

Project Partners 
Responsible Party: Ombudsman Commission 
 
 
 

Location 
Port Moresby, NCD 
 

Thematic Area 
Corporate Thematic Area: Democratic Governance 
Cross-cutting themes: Gender, human rights 
UN Country Programme Outcome: Governance and Crisis Management 

UNCP intermediate outcome: Government is aware of, respects, and provides for people’s human rights while it empowers 



citizens to demand the protection of those rights from government. 

 

 
 
 

Contact 
- Patrick Niebo, Human Rights Officer, Patrick.Niebo@ombudsman.gov.pg, Ombudsman Commission, PNG; 675-308-

2600 
- Freddy Austli,  UNDP Programme Specialist, freddy.austli@undp.org, P.O. Box 1041, Port Moresby, PNG; 675-973-9209 
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