Project Fact Sheet 10/2007:

Voter Education and Democratic Governance
Project - VEDGAP

Papua New Guinea

Background

The Limited Preferential Voting System (LPV) was used for the first time in a general election in the 2007 national
elections. The LPV was successfully tested during by-elections in the East Sepik, Chimbu and Central Province
(2004) and in Bougainville Province (2005). The system has proven to be effective in reducing abuse of power and
election-related violence. Due to its preferential mechanism it also provides for a fairer representation as successful
candidates need to appeal to as many voters as possible as opposed to a simple majority which might be achieved
with low total representation of the electorate. Despite the successful application of LPV during the by-elections,
considerable confusion and misunderstanding was still evident amongst the voters and candidates about the
mechanics and the rationale for LPV.

Purpose of project

The project provided awareness and education about electoral governance, the Limited Preferential Voting (LPV)
system and principles of good leadership in the lead up to the 2007 national general election. The project targeted
voters, to raise awareness and to educate them on principles of good leadership and democratic principles enabling
them to make more informed choices during the 2007 election and to enhance the quality of democratic leadership.

Key results and Reports

e Key Results
0 Voters educated on LPV through drama in selected provinces of the Highlands Region
o Voter awareness also conducted through drama on what a good leader is so voters can use their vote

wisely

e Reports
0 Field Reports
0 Monitoring and Evaluation Reports
0 Final Project Report (to be submitted November 21, 2007)

Main activities
e Conduct LPV drama roadshows in selected provinces at grassroots level using trained local performing arts
groups. The performances will also include information of good leadership qualities the public should expect
from their elected leaders.

Contributing donor(s)
AusAID through the UNDP Pacific Center, Suva, Fiji.

Duration
May 2006 7 June 2007 (extended till end of November 2007)
Status of the project: On-going

Total budget
USs 130,000

Project Partners
Implementing Partner: Transparency International PNG
Responsible Parties: ~ Drama Groups: Raun Raun Theatre, CDI



Other Partners: UNDP Pacific Center, Suva, Fiji

Project delivery
e Expenditure:
0 20067US$53,142.52

Location
e Project Office: TI PNG Head Office, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea
e Activities carried out in: Eastern Highlands Province, Highlands Region, PNG
Southern Highlands Province, Highlands Region, PNG
Enga Province, Highlands Region, PNG

Thematic Area
e Corporate Thematic Area: Democratic Governance
e (Cross-cutting themes: Gender
e UN Country Programme Outcome: Governance and Crisis Management:

Millennium Development Goal

e MDG 1-8: Because of its focus on development assistance and poverty alleviation, UNDP supports electoral
assistance as a primary means for all citizens Z especially the poor, women and other disadvantaged sectors
of society Z to participate in and influence government policy and practice. In this way electoral assistance

projects have the possibility to contribute to all MDGs.

Contact

- UNDP: Andrew Lepani, Programme Officer, andrew.lepani@undp.org, ph: (675) 321-2877,

www.undp.pg.org

- TIPNG: Emily Taule, Executive Director, tipng@daltron.com.pg, ph: (675) 320 2188,

www.transparencypng.org.pg


mailto:andrew.lepani@undp.org
mailto:tipng@daltron.com.pg

