The 5th Provincial Disaster Coordinators’ Conference
Highlander Hotel- Mt. Hagen, Western Highlands Province
8-12 November 2010

The National Disaster Centre (NDC) in collaboration with United Nations Development Programme, Papua New Guinea and the Western Highlands Provincial Government hosted the 5th Provincial Disaster Coordinators’ Conference in Mt. Hagen, Western Highlands Province from 8-12 November 2010. ‘Mainstream Disaster Risk Management at all levels of Government’ was the theme of the conference.  

The Provincial Disaster Coordinators’ Conference is a special forum for all the Provincial Disaster Coordinators and all the Chairmen of the Provincial Disaster Committee to come together and share their experiences, successes and challenges with each other, and come up with recommendations and resolutions to improve and increase National and Provincial Commitment to disaster risk reduction and disaster management on an “all hazards basis” for the sustainable development of the country. 	

The conference was attended by Ms. Theresa Siaguru, Principal Advisor to Prime Minister & National Executive Council, Mr. Tau Vali, Deputy Secretary, DPLLGA, Mr. Paul Naron, Secretary to the Minister DPLLGA, Mr. John Arumba, Director, Department of Mining and Petroleum and Geo-Hazard Management, Mr. Nason Yube, Princial Hydrologist from Department of Environment and Conservation, Mr. Samule Maiha, Director, National Weather Services and Dr. A. Ramakrishnan Project Leader, National Agriculture Research Institute.  Besides, the Conference was attended by Provincial Administrators from Western Highlands, Northern Province, East Sepik, Morobe, Gulf and Autonomous Region of Bougainville.  Provincial Disaster Coordinators from 18 Provinces, Deputy Provincial Administrators from 5 provinces and senior officials from the different Departments also attended the Conference. 
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)Speaking on the opening ceremony, Mr. Martin Moses, the Acting Director, NDC said that the overarching strategy to manage disaster risks will be to systematically incorporate hazard consideration into development planning and budgetary process. The government will also intensify efforts to improve resilience against all forms of hazards so as to minimize the overall social and economic impact. He also extended his gratitude to the UNDP PNG Country Office for supporting the conference.
 

Announcing the opening of the Conference, the Mr. Tau Vali, Deputy Secretary, DPLLGA, said that in order to make development sustainable, we need to understand the risks posed by hazards to development and systematically incorporate hazard consideration into development planning and budgetary process. Risk Management therefore should be a priority for the government at different levels. 

The conference provided opportunity for each province to share information on their DRM activities and the challenges they face in implementing DRM initiatives in their respective provinces.  Possible way forward on how best to mainstream disaster risk management into development programmes was also discussed. Various technical agencies made presentation on different natural hazards PNG is prone to and ways to manage and mitigation natural hazard risks.  
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On the last day of the Conference the participants drafted resolutions and recommendations which were submitted to the National Government. 
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