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Thank you Dr. Iamo. Honorable Ministers, Sir Arnold; Governor of Madang, Members of the NGO community, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.  The honour is truly ours as hosts of this evening’s re-launching ceremony for the Global Environment Facility-Small Grants Programme (GEF-SGP) in Papua New Guinea (PNG), to have you all here to witness the re-birth of a Programme that has the potential to change this country in a lot of ways. 
At the core of the GEF-SGP programs is partnerships and community engagement, what better way to celebrate this occasion than in a typical PNG community setting. My special appreciation goes to the Bilia Island Community and the host family for allowing us space on this island to hold this event to signify a new beginning for GEF-SGP in the country. Bikpela hamamas na tenky yu tru long yupela olgeta. I would also like to specifically mention the immense financial contribution of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to countries like PNG for the conservation of Biodiversity, prevention of Land Degradation, mitigation of impacts of Climate Change, protection of International Waters, and the prevention of Persistent Organic Pollutants
On behalf of the GEF-SGP Central Programme Management Team in New York I extend our gratitude and sincere thanks to the Government of PNG for the endorsement of the 2.5 million dollars from the GEF 5 STAR allocation to SGP in PNG through the Department of Environment and Conservation. The strong partnership which the government has with the GEF-SGP in PNG demonstrates the commitment it has with its people, for the protection of the natural environment, diversity, culture and livelihoods. It is the demonstration of such commitment that UNDP is assured that PNG is set to meet its targets of the Millennium Development Goal Seven (MDG 7). 
Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to elaborate on the impetus for GEF partnership with the government of PNG. What is a stake? From the Star Mountains to Milne Bay, from the Gulf of Papua and across the Sepik Plains to the New Guinea Islands the natural and cultural wonder is simply breath-taking. Some say the natural exquisiteness of this country is comparable to the Garden of Eden or heaven, perhaps lost in time. This island country is the envy of so many. It is home to the world’s largest butterfly and moth, the biggest tree frog, the largest egg laying mammal and the world’s only poisonous bird. It holds the third largest remaining virgin tropical rainforest, and home of the world’s most exotic birds; the birds of Paradise. 
On the one hand this country is almost paradise but on the other hand, this is a country battling poverty, HIV and Aids, Malaria and diseases and gender equality. This is a country struggling under its own weight to provide basic education and health and attaining environmental sustainability for its six million citizens. These two extremes present the case for a global partnership for development and sustainability in this new millennium. Ladies and Gentlemen, it is just another developing country with many development challenges.
Central to the success of GEF-SGP is partnership; the link from the global to the local. It requires the government and communities, entities and individuals, you and me. The re-launching ceremony this evening rests on the confidence of this partnership. It resonates the significance of experiences drawn from more than a decade of GEF-SGP operation in PNG. 
We, the hosts and the PNG National Steering Committee of GEF-SGP are particularly reassured of greater success in future, drawing strength from two former GEF-SGP recipients from PNG who were conferred worldwide recognition. The Sepik Wetlands Management Initiative was an honoree for the 2008 Equator Prize for their attempt to reduce poverty through conservation and management of freshwater and estuarine crocodiles in Ambunti, East Sepik Province. More recently in May this year, a local staff from the Tenkile Conservation Alliance of the remote Torrecelli Mountains in Sandaun Province was presented with the prestigious Whitely Conservation Award by HRH Princess Anne in Britain. 
As the host institution and Implement Agency of SGP and the corporate GEF Programme, UNDP offers to the Programme the advantage of its outreach potential and neutrality to become one of the leading grant-making facilities in the country and the region. 
Thank you.
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