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UN Stand Up Take Action Campaign La’unched jn PNG
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Papua New Guinea wil!/ for the first time this year take p
Acti ond ai mperebsum bn world teaders tg take action on poverty and to meet the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). The event is part of the United Nations Millennium Campaign and will take place from 16 -18 October.

It was jointly launched in Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby on the eve of Independence by Secretary for Community
Devel opment Mr Joseph Kl apat and the Deputy Director of t
Pacific Region Mr Minar Pimple.

The Department of Community Development, churches, international non-government organizations and faith based organi-
zations who were present at the launch have pledged their support for the campaign and will be mobilizing citizens through

their networks around the country to take part.

Speaking at the launch Secretary Klapat urged every Papua New Guinean citizen to use the opportunity to stand up and
taken action to remind the government of the promises it has made on the Millennium Development Goals and to keep their
promises.

i Although PNG is a resource rich country it had not done
added that PNG is not even on track in achieving its own MDG targets.
Similarly, Mr Pimple said the MDGs are a message of hope.

the resources to finally end poverty and to save and improve lives. All it needs is political will by our leaders to follow
through on the promises that they have made. And it is up to citizens to play their part to make sure leaders keep their
promi ses. 0

Papua New Guinea had concluded in a review of its progress on the MDGs in 2004 that it would not be able to meet the
global targets and had therefore set its own targets which included:

e Decreasing the proportion of people below the poverty line by 10 percent (global target)

e Achieving a gross enrolment rate of 85 percent at the primary level, a retention rate at the level of 70 per cent, and
increasing youth literacy (aged 15-24) to 70 percent.

e Eliminating gender disparity at the primary and lower secondary level by 2015 and at the upper secondary level and
above by 2030

e Reducing infant mortality to 44 per 1000 deaths per year
e Decreasing the maternal mortality rate to 274 per 100,000 live births.

This is YOUR weekly update. Please tell us about the progress on “Delivering as One”. We would love to hear from you.
Send your article ideas or suggestions to Elizabeth.turi@undp.org
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