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Focus on Gender-based Violence continues

ender-based Violence has been the focus for 2009. The UN in
partnership with the Government and development partners has
been and will be involved in various activities for the remaining part
of the year to give
emphasis to the fight
against all forms of
violence against
women and children.

As part of this stand
the Deputy Prime
Minister Dr Puka
Temu was elected
Chairman of Asia
Standing Committee
of Male Parliamen-
tarians on Prevention
of Violence Against

Women and Girls.
This was formed
during the recent

Gender i based Violence Workshop for Police
education - Story in the next WanWok.

meeting of the Asia-
Pacific Parliamentari-
ans’ Meeting on Engaging of Men in Prevention of Violence against Women
and Girls, in Bangkok, Thailand, from 6-7 September, 2009.

The other members of the Committee are Parliamentarians from Afghani-
stan, Australia, Bangladesh, India, Iran, Deputy Speaker of Parliament from
Malaysia, Nepal and Congressman from Philippines. The meeting was
organized by Asia Forum for Parliamentarians on Population and Develop-
ment (AFPPD).

Participants in the meeting resolved that 22 Parliamentarians from the 22
countries committ themselves as male parliamentarians to play a leading
role in working together for the prevention and elimination of violence
against women and girls in their countries.

They will do this by:

1. Being role models as male leaders who speak up against all forms
of gender based violence and promote zero tolerance;

2. Actively participating in public awareness campaigns and raise our
voice on what men and boys can do for violence prevention;

Advocating for other male parliamentarians to join the network;

Enacting and supporting legislation, policies and programmes that
bear impact on reducing violence against women and girls;

5. Supporting and working in partnership with NGOs and community
initiatives to promote good practices and effective intervene
tions; and
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PNG Stand Up Take Action a
success

Papua New Guinea’s participation in the
global mobilization for the first time has
helped broken the Guinness World Record
yet again. In only two weeks the UN and its
partners managed to mobilize 3320 people to
Stand Up with millions of people around the
world to send a clear message to world lead-
ers, that there is massive, universal, global
demand for eradicating poverty and achieving
the Millennium Development Goals.

This was emphasized during a Press Confer-
ence organized to thank partners and the
media for the support in making the Stand Up
a success in PNG.

This year 173 million people stood up— an
increase of about 57 million people from last
year. The Guinness World Record has certi-
fied this year’'s Campaign as the largest mobi-
lization of human beings in recorded history.

Resident Coordinator, a.i Jan-Jilles van der
Hoeven praised the churches and civil society
partners for the achievement and urged them
to continue to take ownership of the Cam-
paign. “This is a people’s movement and the
MDGs will not be achieved unless each
citizen play their part to make sure that the
promises made are delivered. It is up to civil
society to remind governments of their
commitments”, he said.

Present at the Press Conference were Chief
Secretary of the Salvation Army Lt. Colonel
Hans van der Vliet, General Secretary of the
PNG Council of Churches Albert Rovi, and
Captain John Kerari from Salvation Army, and
the media.

This is YOUR weekly update. Please tell us about the progress on “Delivering as One”. We would love to hear from you.
Send your article ideas or suggestions to Elizabeth.turi@undp.org
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